[bookmark: _GoBack]Educating Parents about Social Media

As a school, we want you to continue to be educated as social networking continues to be on the rise.  In an effort to keep online interactions safe, productive and positive, we hope to provide you with some information on some of the applications students are using today.  
For helpful information and research on applications please visit: https://www.commonsensemedia.org.
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What parents need to know

© Ease of play esee Parents need to know that Kik Messenger is an app-based alternative to standard texting as
. well as a social networking app for smartphones. It has some cool features but also some
& viotence possible downsides for safety and privacy. Kik users can download other apps with more
= sex features, such as video and a sketchpad, to be used on Kik, and users can see if their
messages have been read by the recipients, which s a nice touch. That said, Kik should only
#! Language be used by teens who can discern the diference between texting people individually, with
$ Consumerism PO groups, and within a social networking environment. This mfi-feature (read: potentially more
ways o get into trouble) tool is for older teens and adults who will use it to communicate with
& Drinking, drugs, & smoking family and friends, to make use of the features on some of the other cool Kik-enabled apps
B rvacy 8 sty oo (like the video camera, document share, sketchpad, and greeting cards), and who will not give

out personal information to Kik users they don't know or indiscriminately pay for premium
features on other Kik-enabled apps. Kik definitely adds a kick to "old-fashioned texting," but

© See full details teens need some guidance on safety and privacy if they're going to use it
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Parents need to know that this is the offcial Twitter app for mobile devices. The app lets you
do virtually everything you can in the browser version of Twitter, including posting
140-character updates (known as "tweets"), viewing friends' feeds, sending private messages,
searching, uploading photos, and following links. The app can post the user's location (street
‘name and city) with each Tweet, but users must opt in to this feature. Parents can talk to
teens about choosing privacy settings that keep their Tweets within a known group of friends,
and other ways to protect their privacy and safety online.




image9.png




image10.png
What parents need to know

o Ease of play Parents need to know that teens must be diigent about setting their privacy controls on
. Facebook. They can set and tweak these seftings on the website or on the mobile app. There
& violence . are a multitude of privacy settings, including imiting who can contact you via the email you
Sox provide to Facebook, who sees your posts, and who you completely block. Diferent Android
phones and iPhone/iPad Facebook apps may have a few small variations in bugginess and
Language

capabilties, so be aware that some features may be different if you are using an iPhone and

Consumerism your kid is using an Android
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© See full details

Parents need to know that Yik Yak is a free, local social-networking app that lets users post
*anything and everything” anonymously, including a lot of explicit content that's clearly not for
kids. Yik Yak users post brief, Twitter-lie comments, which are distributed to any 500 people
using Yik Yak closest to them geographically (or more than 500 people, with in-app
purchase). Yik Yak works via GPS to identify where the user is each time he or she opens the app and
posts messages (called "yaks") to other nearby users. People read and "Upvote” or “downvote” other
people's posts to rate them. Message content ranges from simple questions ("Where are all the spring
breakers?”), personal opinions, and local information, to negative messages aimed at specific people,
‘sexually explicit messages, and posts about seeking or using drugs and alcohol. Unless the user's
Tocation is toggled offfor each post, it can be seen by others. According to Yik YaK's terms, users must
be at least 17, although there's no age verfication on the app itself(there's an initial content warning on
the iTunes App Store that requires users to confirm that they're 17 by tapping OK; there's no verlfcation
or warning on Android devices). Bottom line: Yik Yak is not appropiate for kids.




image3.png




image4.png
What parents need to know

oq Ease of play XYY
&% Violence .

= sex

##! Language .

$ Consumerism .

& Drinking, drugs, & smoking @

£ Privacy & safety Y

Parents need to know that Snapchat is a popular messaging app that allows teens to
exchange user-generated photos, texts, and videos — as well as to use live video chat. The
developer claims these can't be saved within the app and are only viewable for one to 10
‘seconds before disappearing from the recipient's device, noting that the app notifies the
‘sender f the recipient takes a screenshot of an image. However, there are several third-party
programs that easily intercept and store any Snapchats sent to the user, negating the
‘temporary” aspects of the service. The app has gained a reputation as a “sexting” app
because outgoing (and incoming) pictures, videos, and texts are not stored on devices - but
‘many teens use it simply to exchange fun, silly pictures.
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